BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 

OP 

THE  IVEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR 
1946. 


ooOoo 


/ 


I 


\ 


4'. 

• - ' 
fJ..S  • 


.'  . V •«> 

-■■  >r-;:'. 

■ir  v"  , t ' 


1 


'•  't. 


/ 


/■ 


9 


I 


/■ 


I 


V 


I 


f ■' 


.:-;  ;-V‘ 

';♦  '*::y 


• 


/ ' 


./V:’ 

A 


V 


‘ , I 


/■ 


<• 


^ ^ . 

7' 


I 


t V 


■ > I 


'■■'h 


'v.  1 

. >'V 


/ 


» 


/r* 


>t-7- 


'*  "h 


f 


;s 


i 


' t 

■t 


’V. 


•4 


,rr 

V* 


I 


9 


•7.aWA. 


BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 


I have  .the  honour  of  presenting  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report 
r.3  Medical  Off icer. of 'your  District. 

Of  infectious  and  notifiable  illness  the  most  striking 
difference  from  1945  v/as  that  only  81  cases  of  measles  v/ere 
notified  in  1946,  against  649  in  1945, 

There  was  less  v/hooping  cough  but  notifications  of  this  do 
not  give  a true  picture  of  its  prevalence  because  so  often  a 
doctor  is  -not  called  in, 

i* 

In  the  parish  of  Bockley  a case  of  paratyphoid  B occurred. 
Tests  of  water  and  milk  and  examination  of  the  blood  and  excreta 
of  contacts  throw  no  light  bn  the  origin  of  the  disease  and 
suggested  that  its  source  lay  outside  the  District, 

Tv/o  cases  of  diphtheria  occirrred.  One  was  of  a girl  of 
15,  She  had  had  two  injections  for  immunization  about  5 years 
before,  when  a smaller  dose  v/as  given  than  has  since  been  found 
advisable. 

The  other  patient  was  a girl  of  5 who  had  been  immunized 
at  4 in  ^another  district,  and  that  she  had  boon  immunized  v/as 
shewn  by  the  Schick  tost. 

She  afforded  an  example,  happily  not  usual,  of  a child 
who  cannot  be  made  permanently  immune  to  diphtheria. 

Her  case  v/as  further  remarkable  in  that  she  had  not  only 
diphtheria  but  also  Vincent’s  angina,  a disease  that  might 
have  been  designed  to  puzzle  doctors  by  its  occasional  rosemblanc 
to  diphtheria;  and  she  had  v/hooping  cougjh  into  the  bargain, 

Rout  other  patients  were  sent  to  hospital  for  suspected 
diphtheria:  one  had  Vincent’s  angina  and  the  other  three  severe 

tonsillitis. 

One  patient  sent  to  hospital  for  scarlet  fever  v/as  found 
not  to  have  it,. 

In  March  a young  v/oman  v/ho  had  had  influenza  and  shev/ed 
signs  suggesting  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  was  sent  to  hospital. 
She  proved  to  have  acute  rhcvimatism. 

It  is  v/orth  noting  that  those  patients  except  the  last 
mentioned,  v/ere  infectious  and  that  they  and  probably  their 
associates  benefitted  by  their  being  treated  in  hospital. 

One  scarlet  fever  patient  v/as  72  years  old. 
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In  the  first  half  of  the  year  no  fewer  than  16  people 
came  to  the  District,  and  5 to  Rye,  who  had  been  in  contact 
with  small -pox.  In  most  cases  the  disease  had  been  found 
on  board  ship. 

Each  arrival  was  sent  a letter  advising  him  to  mention 
the  fact  to  his  doctor  should  he  fall  ill  v/ithin  three  v/eeks 
and  a circular  letter  was  sent  to  medical  men  practising  ih 
the  District. 

In  July  a man  came 
pox  was  rife. 

The  speed  and  wide 
resulting  from  the  v/ar, 
heads . 

Col.  J.E.H.  Sav/yer  has  continued  his  most  valuable  work 
of  iniinunizing  against  diphtheria. 

Peeling  that  accepting  the  help  of  Members  of  the 
Burv/ash  Branch  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  v/as  imposing  on  their 
generosity  he  has  worked  almost  alone  since  the  end  of 
October . . ^ . 

This  'in  no  v;ay  detracts  from  the  thanks  duo  to  Teachers 
for  giving  facilities  and  encouragement  and  to  District 
Nurses  for  explaining  to  parents  how  important  immunization 
is,  v/ith  the  result  that;  Col.  Sawyer  finds  them  as  a rule 
very  keen  to  have  it.  This  tallies  with  what  is  found  by 
talking  to  mothers  at  school  medical  inspections. 

A few  fathers  illogically  object  because  having  had 
many  injections  in  the  Services  they  wish  their  children  to 
be  spared,  but  most  of  the  objectors  seem  to  be  of  lov; 
intelligence  or  cranks  of  the  sort  that  believe  that  the 
earth  is  flat. 

It  is  worth,  recalling  that  before  antitoxin  v/as  used, 
about  50  years  ago,  30  per  cent  of  diphtheria  patients  died. 
Antitoxin  is  an  all  but  -certain  cure  if  given  in  time  but 
prevention  by  immunization  is  surer  in  preserving  life.  j..  . 

/ 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  Council  has  passed  a 
resolution  recording  under  seal  its  thanks  to  and  appreciation 
of  Col.  Sawyer.  No  one  can  bo  more  sensible  of  the  debt 
that  is  owed  to  him  than  your  Medical  Officer. 

Ov^ing  to  lack  of  staff  at  the  Hastings  Borou^ 

Sanatorium  the  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  G.R.  Bruce,  O.B.E.,  v/as 
obliged  especially  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  -to  advise 
homo  treatment  v/hon  possible  and  to  reduce  the  stay  in 
hospital  from  4 or  5 v/eoks  to  throe  v/ooks,  as  a general  rule* 

No  return  cases  v/ore  knov/n  to  follov/. 


from  a part  of  Greece  where  small- 

extent  of  modern  travel,  especially 
have  made  old  dangers  lift  their 
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After  more  than  twelve  years  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  more  than  25  years  ih’^the  servico  of  the  County  it  is 
pleasant  to  bo  able  to  record  a conviction  of  real  improvement 
in  the  general  health,  especially  that  of.  children.  In  my 
journal  for  1934  I frequently  noted  after  a medical  inspection 
at  a school  such  impressions  as  "Children  tended  to  be  glum 
and  flabby",  "rather  a poor* lot",  "pretty  fair,  not  robust", 

"poor  impression",  "rather  feeble". 

School  milk  and  dinners  have  made  such  entries  roro* 

The  race  is  certainly  improving  and  v/hen  there  are  adequate 
homes  for  all  v;ill  be  better  yet. 

Lastly  it  is  my  pleasant- duty  to  acknowledge  the  continued 
help  and  co-operation  of  members  of  all  departments.  Especially, 
besides  those  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  my  last  Annual  Report, 

I have  to  thank  Miss  Portnoll  who  became  Hoad  Clerk  in  the 
Public  Health  and  Surveyor’s  Departments  in  June.  All  v/ith 
whom  she  works  owe  much  to  her  ready  grasp  of  complicated  affairs, 
her  quickness  in  noting  mistakes  and  one  at  least  cannot 
sufficiently  thank  her  for  kindly  help  and  forebearance  no  matter 
how  busy  she  has  been  when  questioned. 

Of  all  my  colleagues  I can  truly  say  that  not  even  at  a 
great  hospital  have  I met  workers  whose  unvnritten  motto  could 
be  more  fitly  Duty  and  Service. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,' 


Your  obedient  servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Watch  Oak, 

Battle , 

Siissex. 


13th  February,  1947 
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Medicnl  Officer  of  Health 
part-time,  also  Assistant 
County  School  Medic'll 
Officer  and  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Borough 
of  Rye. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Assistant  for  Rural  Housing 
Survey. 

Chief  Clerk. 


Assistant  Clerks  and  Shorthand 
Typists. 


Assistant  for  Rodent  Control. 


STAFF . 

Alan  Moore,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

Col.  J.  B.  H.  Sawyer,  M.D., 

M . R . C o f , 

W.  Francis,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

W.  Ramsden,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.Ao 

W.  T.  Dunford,  Cert.S.I.B., 

M « S . I . A . , 

K.  G.  Bewick-  GertrS.I.B., 

M.R.  San.  , M.Sd.A., 

J.  Beever,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A- 

W.  W.  Whittaker. 

Miss  M.  E.  Portnell  (from  17th 
June,  1946). 

Miss  M.  H.  Hearnshaw. 

Miss  E.  Dorey. 

Mr.  M.  Stemp. 

Mr.  J.  Dixon. 


STATISTICS. 

Area 117?059  p«-,res. 

Population  in  1946  (Registrar  General's  estimate 

Mid-year)  27.440 

Number  of  inhabited  dwell inghouses  1st  April,  1946.  9.511 

Number  of  Rateable  premises,  1st  April,  1946  ..  ..  11,035 

Rateable  Value  31st  J3ecember,  1946  £1 89? 997 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  in  the 
Financial  year  ending  31 st  March,  1946 


• • 


£751 
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• OCCUPATION  AND  INDUSTRY. 

The  chief  rurnl  industries  ?^,re  Agriculture  nnd  D^iry 
Farming, 

On  the  31st  December.,  the  G.yosum  Mines  Lt,d« 


Worri.on  — _Cf  f 1_ee 
Gnnr^cer 

16 


The  personnel  employed  by  other  industries  in  the 
District  was  as  follows:- 


Males.  Females* 

Hodsons  Mill,  Robertsbridge,  18  9 

\7est's  Engineering  V/orks,  12  2 

Camber. 

Gray  Nicolls.-  Rcbertsbridge.  51  14 

The  Tannery,  Battle.  15  2 

Camber  Beach  U'oi'ks,  f^-ember.  9 i 

Senlac  Metal  Canemeataj  Battle.  59  40 


S.E.  Tar  Disaillerso  .ttj^e  Harbour-  4 

Newbery  Bros>,  Battle.  (?-.verage  3'!  59 

number) 

John  Carter,  Ltd.,  Rye  Harbour.  14 


employed  the  following  personnel 

Surface. 

Engl ishment  German  P.O.W.s. 

157  6i 

Underground. 

295  1 34 
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Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

242 

224 

466 

Illegitimate 

26 

24 

50 

268 

248 

516 

Stillbirths. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

8 

4 

12 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1 

,000  of  Resident  Population 

1 80  6 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1 

,000  Civilian  Population 

(England  and 

Waies) 

1Sp1 

Still  Birth-rate  per 

1,000  births  (live 

and  still) 

22.72 

Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

192 

182 

374 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

population 

1 3»  63 

Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales 

1 1 « 5 

Deaths  under  1 year, 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitim'^  te 

— 

1 

1 

Tot*^ls  6 

■ 5 

11 

Infant  death-rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

21.3 

Infant  death-rate  per 

1,000  live  births 
(England  and 

Wales) 

43.00 

Death-rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 

Death-rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


21.45 


20,00 

Deaths  under  two  years  from  diarrhoea. .. NIL.  Death-rate  0.00 

Deaths  under  two  years  from  diarrhoea  per 

1,000  Live  Births,  England  and  Wales Death-rnte  4"4 


Maternal  Deaths NIL. 


Maternal  mortality  rate  Op 00 


Death-r-atos  from  certain  specific  causes. 


Enp:land  & Wales  Battle  R.IaO 


Typhoid 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

0.  00 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

■^nfluenza 

0.15 

Smallpox 

0.00 

Measles 

0.00 

0.>00 

0,00 

O.CO 

0.00 

0,11 

0.00 

0.00 
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Detailed  causes  of  Deaths* 


Male 

Female 

Tgt^ 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

• p 

6 

2 

8 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

• • 

t 

' 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

• • 

• • 

0 

1 

1 

Influenza  

2 

j 

I 

3 

Cancer  (nil  sites) 

• « 

• • 

28 

58 

66 

Diabetes  

• • 

• • 

0 

A 

I 

1 

Intercranial  vascular  lesions 

• « 

• • 

15 

34 

49 

Heart  disease 

« • 

• • 

64 

58 

112 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

• • 

l\ 

4 

6 

Bronchitis  . . 

4 

6 

10 

Pneumonia  

7 

6 

13 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

• ♦ 

« • 

4 

1 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenun 

• • 

• • 

2 

1 

3 

Appendicitis 

• • 

• « 

1 

1 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

• • 

♦ • 

5 

4 

9 

Nephritis  

f • 

• • 

8 

0 

8 

Premature  Birth  

4 

2 

6 

Birth  injury  and  v/eakness  .. 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide  

3 

2 

5 

Road  traffic  accidents 

• 

• • 

3 

0 

3 

Other  violence 

« • 

• • 

5 

1 

6 

^11  other  causes 

' 

23 
1 52 

182 

37 

37''] 

/ 
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Adoptive  Acts. 


Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act.  1890 

Sections  1?  2s  ^4-;  i8s  19,  20,  21,  21u 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act 1890» 

Sections  3k?  33?  38,  39»  40>  42,  43»  44,  43,  4c  are  in  force 
in  the  whole  District,  and  Section  37  under  the  Battle  Rural 
(Urban  Powers)  Order«  !935,  is  in  force  in  the  contributory 
places  of  Battle,  3r  oocihill , Crowhurst,  Pairlighi  , Guestling, 
IcloLeshan,  Ore,  Fett,  ft,  Thumas  the  Apostle  V/inchelsea, 
Salehurst  and  \;’/estt‘ ic.li; « 


1.  Jj-izhl.  cl.,  e.  t s ( Arne ndmeii 1 1 


Sections  17,  22,  27,  30,  32,  and  33» 


Section  33  is  repealed  as  f".r  as  Byelaws  are  concei'ntdc 


Public  Health  Act,  I923r 

Sections  l4.and  24  are  in  force  in  the  whole  District. 

Sections  2l  and  22,  now  exercisable  exclusivoli  by  ^he  County 
Council  are  in  force  in  the  Parish  of  Battle. 

SI auyjh ter  of  An ima Is  Act,  10 34 ^ 

Section  1 was  adopted  on  November  1st,  193i|..- 

The  Battle  Rural  (Urban  Pov/ers)  Order,  1937. 

In  operation  since  January  9th,  1937-  It  deals  witn 
special  expenses  for  fireplugs  in  certain  parishes. 

The  Battle  Rural  District  Council  has  urban  powers  by 
virtue  of  the  following  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1 936 

Section  46  deals  with  sanitary  conveniences  in  factories, 
workshops  and  v/srkplaceso  In  force  throughout  the  District. 

Section  .*  v/ater  courses  in  urban  districts  not  to  be 
culverted  except  in  accordance  with  approved  plans.  In  force 
in  the  contributory  places  of  Battle,  Brede,  Burwash,  Etchingh'^m, 
Pairlight,  Guestling,  Icklesham,  Northiam,  Pett,  Salehurst, 
Ticehurst  and  Westfield. 

Section  264:  Urban  Authorities  m^y  require  repair  and 

cleansing  of  culverts.  In  force  ^s  Section  263* 

Byelaws. 

New  Building  Byelaws  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1939* 

New  Byelaws  for  Nev/  Streets  cnme  into  force  on  June  isto 

1939. 

Nev/  Bj^elaws  for  Hop  and  Fruit  Pickers  oarie  into  fcrue  on. 
June  1st,  1939* 


Byelaws  for  slaughter  houses,  adopted  on  or  ^i''ter  J'^nu^.ry 
1st,  1934,  hy  the  Battle  Urban  District  Council. 


of  dise-^se  other  thon  tuberculosis  notified  in  1 5k6  '^nd  the  tv/o 
before.  The  figures  for  1944  1945  refer  to  civilians  only, 
for  1946  include  a member  of  the  R.A.F.  whose  home  was  in  the 

District. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  in  Pegisier  December  51st,,  1944 , 1945 

and  194“ST 


Pulmonary 

Non -pulmonary 

male  | 

female 

male 

female 

1944 

50  i 

74 

27 

1 

32  i 

1945 

ri 

70 

30 

LI.  J 

1943 

<.;r. 

OL  1 

79 

58 

i 

oc  j 

Cases  entered  in  the  Pup;i8te':-^ 

Respiratory. 

Pour  patients  were  members  of  the  Servifes  (one 
of  the  A.T.S.)  v/hose  homes  were  in  the  District  r There 
v^as  also  a prisoner  of  war. 

Four  other  patients  came  from  outside  the  District 
and  one  who  had  left  the  District  in  a previous  year 
returned. 


Non "respiratory. 

One  immigrant  from  another  District,  and  a 
schoolboy  whose  homo  was  elsewhere. 


Respiratory 

Non-Res  <^iratory  j 

A^G  G3?  OU-PS 

male 

female 

male 

female  • 

Under  1 | 

I 

i 

1-4  \ 1 

3 ____ 

i 

i 

5-14 

2 

4 

■ . I 

1 

15  - 24 

2 

5 

1 

2 I 

25  - 34 

. . . . 5 

3 

J 

j.  i 

\ 

i 

35  - 44 

2 

2 

45  - 54 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

L 

55  - 64 

; 1 

65  and 
above 

1 

f ' ■ ■ — 

1 

1 * ' 

1 ' 

Notifications  -under  th o Food  Drugs  Act,  1958. 
of  actual  or  s ns  p q c 1 6'd~  Pood  - p o i s on  in  g » 

1945  1944 

“Q— 


SCABIES. 


Scabios  occurred  in  about  as  many  households  as  in 
1945®  The  disease  i-s  easily  cured  in  a dwelling  that  is 
adequately  equipped  with  water  supply  and  sanitation,  that  is 
not  overcrowded  and  if  the  inhabitants,-,  being  otherwise  well^ 
are  intelligent,  not  overburdened  with  domestic  duties  or  lazy 
but  so  far  as  those  conditions  and  qualities  are  lacking  the 
trouble  is  dtffieult  to  eradicate. 


Cases,  single  patients  or  more  than  one  in  a family j. 
v/ere  foun.d  or  reported  as  follows:- 

IVh'nth.  . Parish. 


January 

Birrwash 

SalehurSo 

(Hurst  Green 

February 

T 1 c ehu:  s T. 

itham  Green) 

Brcde  ‘ G-(ji 
Breombil". 

Salehurr t 

(Hurst  Green 

V't).?tf iold,  old  case  relaps 
or  reinfected 

Broomhill 

Burvmsh  (Burwash  Weald) 
CrovAhur  st 

May  Guestling 

July  Icklosham 

August  Guestling 

Burv/ash 


March 


April 


September  ‘ Burwash 

Battle 

October  , ¥/estfield 

November  Crowhurst 

V/estfield 
‘ Guestling 

Icklesham 
Westfield 
Mountfield 
Icklesham 

. Pett- 

Icklesham  (Snailham) 

December  G’lestling  (Throe  Oaks  ) 

The  patients  noted  in  Guestling  parish  in  May, 
August  and  November  lived  at  the  same  farm.  As  far  as  is 
knovm  the  other  patients,  or  groups  of  patients,  lived  more 
apart . 
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Di'phthoria  Immunization » 


Col.  J.E.n,  Sawyer  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  held  ].o8 
iniraimizaticn  cli'niGS  during  the  year. 

After  the  end  of  October  ho  has  worked  without 
Fursos  but  when  help  is  necessaey  the  Burwash  branch  of 
the  Ro'iv  Cross  Society  is  ready  to  supply  it. 

District  Nurses  and  Teachers  have  helped  readily. 

In  1946  the  numbers  of  completed  primary  injections 
were  Unuor  5,  5-14. 

347  114 

In  1945  311  73 

In  1946  235  children  v/ere  given  a third  reinforcing 
Injection. 

The  Schick  test  was  applied  to  5, 

Total  number  of  children  ur.ider  15  v/ha  had  received 
2 injections  by  December  31st,  1946 

Under  5 836 

5 - 14  5121 


Total  4007 


Exact  percentages  cannot  be  given  eocause  the 
population  figu'os  of  the  two  age  groups  are  not  available. 

If  the  figures  .for  mid-1945  were  sti.i.  1 correct  the 
percentage  of  those  imixunized  would  be  about: 

55.8^  aged  1 to  4 

92.5^  aged  5 to  14. 

Two  elements  of  error  detract  from  these  figures. 

First:  the  child  population  in  1946  vras  almost 

certainly  larger  than  in  1945. 

Second:  the  numbers  of  children  aged  1 to  4 v/ere  not 
supplied  for  1945  but  those  from  birth  to  4,  and  since 
children  are  not  immunized  till  at  or  near  the  end  of  their 
first  year,  it  is  clear  that  the  percentage  that  matters 
is  of  children  aged  1 to  4 . For  this  a figure  has  been 
reached  by  subtracting  one  fifth  of  the  population  figure 
for  the  age  group,  a method  obviously  inexact. 

Making  all  allowances  it  can  be  said  with  reasonable 
confidence  that  there  v/as  no  falling  off  in  either  group 
and  that  thou^  the  number  of  children  aged  1 to  4 who  are 
protected  is  still  too  small  the  nuinber  of  those  immunized 
from  5 to  14  is  good. 
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AHNUAI  REPORT  FOR  1946 
of  the 

CHIfiP  SANITARY'  INSPECTOR  ^ 

/ 

I submit  herewith  a report  upon  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1946. 

‘ Again  the  year  under  reviev/  saw  a number  of  changes  in 
the  staff  of  the  Department.  In  Hay,  Hr.  A.  T.  Braley, 
Temporary  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  v;as  appointed  in 
1945  for  duties  primarily’'  concerned  with  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey,  passed  away  after  a long  illness.  In  his  somewhat 
short  connection  with  the  Department  Mr.  Braley  had  become 
a highly  respected  officer  and  his  death  at  an  early-  age  v;as 
a distinct  loss  to  the  Department. 

In  July,  the  Council  appointed  two  new  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  Mr.  J.  Beever  and  Mr.  K.  G.  Bewick,  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year  Mr.  Beever  had  tendered  his  resignation  on 
accepting  a post  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Risheries.  Mr.  Bewick’s  duties  v/ere  concerned  almost 
entirely  with  the  detailed  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  in 
connection  with  the  Roral  Housing  Survey. 

In  spite  of  the  i'acT;  that  circumstances  prevented  a full 
staff  being  employed  throughout  the  year,  I feel  satisfied 
that  progress  wias  made  during  1946,  though  I shall  be  more 
satisfied  \/hen  many  of  the  irksome  restrictions,  particularly 
those  relating  to  the  issue  of  building  licences,  are  removed. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  my  staff 
for  their  loya,l  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am , Mr . Cha  i rraan , M?.  d i c s and  Ge  n t leme n , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  VM  BRANCIS. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector# 


13th  Bebruary,  1947. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  .lu ADS  LURING  1946. 


Drainage  and  Sanitary  Accommodation 

Water  Supply  ..  ...  .. 

Liilk  and  Dairies 

Building  Inspectors 
including  vjork  under  Licences 

Hop  Pickers'  accommodation 

Infectious  Diseases 

Salvage  

Public  Cleansing  Service 

Foodshops  ...  . . 


Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  excluding 
Rural  Housing  Survey.  .. 


Town  Planning 
House  Requisitioning 
Ivioveable  IXvellings 

Sewerage  and  Scvvage  Dicposal  .. 

Nu isance s . . . . - . . 

Verminous  premises 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Schools  . . 

Liscellane 0U8 

Rural  Housing  Survey 
Number  of  houses  inspected  in  detail 
during  year  . . ' 


Inspections 

419 

145 

211 


41 

34 

101 

85 

55 

211 

124 

364 

102 

44 

198 

5 
8 

6 
15 

2,164 


Total  number  of -house?  inspected  in  detail 
to  31st  December,  1946  ..  . . .•  3,382 
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NOTICES  SERVED  Ui^DSR  PUBLIC  HBi^LTH  ;^CTS. 


Number  of  Inforinal  Notices  servod 
Number  of  Informal  Noticos  complied  ivith  . . 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  uith 
V/ork  carried  out  in  default  


NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS. 


Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  vjith  .. 
Nu'mbcr  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  v;ith 
Demolition  Orders  made  


E.\CTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS . 


No  routine  inspections  of  factories  or  workshops 
were  made  during  the  year,  the  work  under  this  heading 
being  confined  to  dealing  with  Notices  received  from 
H.M. Inspe ctor  of  Factories,  chiefly  in  relation  to 
sanitary  accommodation. 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  31st  December,  1945 
Number  of  notices  served 

Number  of  notices  complied  v;ith  ..  ..  •• 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  .. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


With  the  coming  into  full  operation  of  the  National  Milk 
Testing  Scheme,  whorchy  samples  of  milk  are  regularly  examined 
from  both  v^holesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  of  milk,  it  v/as  not 
considered  necessary  to  take  further  samples  during  the  year. 

Apart  from,  routine  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies, 
many  premises  were  inspected  in'  connection  with  the  producers' 
applications  to  the  County  Council  for  Licences  to  produce 
"Tuberculin  Tested"  and  ".rtccredited"  Milk. 

Upon  receipt  of  such  an  application  the  County  Council 
refers  the  c<asc  to  the  Districi':  Council  for  observations  as 
to  whether  the  premises  comply  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926,  and  as  to  the  purity  of  the  water  supply. 

The  matter  is  then  dealt  with  by  the  Officers  of  the 
County  Council  as  Licensing  Authority  as  well  as  by  Officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  ^'agriculture  in  connection  with  the  National 
Milk  Testing  and  .advisory  Scheme. 

This  procedure  is  extremely  cumbersome  and  the  poor 
Producer  is  often  quite  bewildered  and  at  a loss  to  know 
exactly  what  he  ha.s  to  do  to  secure  his  licence. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  high  tivec  that  a standard  of  essential 
requirements  governing  the  issue  of  Licences  for  Designated 
Milk  should  be  m.ade  and  issued  to  all  applicants  so  that  the 
farmer  is  enabled  to  caisider.thc  financial  aspects  of  his 
project  from  the  outset. 

Tha.t  there  should  be  one  , Author ity,  and  one  only,  to 
deal  with  all  matters  appertaining  to  the , production  of  milk 
is  abundantly  clear  and  generally  agreed.  Until  this  is  an 
accomplished  fact  it  is  diiiicult  to  foresee  any  real 
improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  Nation's  milk  supply. 

These  functions  v/ill  soon  pass  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  under  the  Rood 
and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  ^^ct,  1944,  the  Minister  will  be 
given  legal  powers  sought  in  . va  in  by  Loca.l  uiuthorities  ever 
since  the  com.ing  into  operation  of  the  Milk  and  Da.iries 
Order,  19.6. 
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IiEAT  INSPECTION. 


No  anicale  were  slaughtered  for  sale  for  huTrian  food  at 
the  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  during  the  year 
1946,  all  slaughtering  having  "been  transferred  to  the 
Government  slaughter-house  at  Hastings  in  August,  1941. 

This  meat  is  inspected  at  Hastings  "before  distri^bution. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  was  found  to  "be 
unfit  and  v;as  withheld  from  sale  for  human  consumption:- 


1 

tin 

iiacaroni  v;ith 

cheese 

5 

t ins 

Soup 

41 

t ins 

Evaporated  Lilk 

3 

t ins 

Salmon 

1 

t in 

Spiced  Ham 

7 

t ins 

Baked  beans 

6 

t ins 

Pork  Luncheon 

meat 

34 

t ins 

Pilchards 

6 

t ins 

Stewed  steak 

396 

tins 

Dried  Ililk 

5 

t ins 

Heat  and  vegetables 

1 

t in 

Fruit 

2 

tins 

Peas 

3 

t ins 

Preserves 

3 

tins 

Sardines 

2 

tins 

Tongue 

1 

tin 

Boned  Chicken 

1 

tin 

Processed  cho' 

ese 

26f 

66t 

l"bs. 

Eacon 

lbs . 

Biscuits 

lbs. 

Flour 

185 

lbs. 

Beef 

1 

lb. 

Haddock 

li 

lbs. 

Tea 

25 

lbs . 

Prunes 

6 

lbs . 

Ox  Tongue 

14.- 

lbs . 

Pork 

14 

lbs . 

Hargar ine 

10 

lbs . 

Cake  mixture 

112 

lbs. 

Sausage  Rusk 

20 

lbs. 

Cheese 

206 

lbs. 

Dried  peas 

133 

lbs  . 

Dried  beans 

1 — 1 

ton 

Po  tatoes 

lbs. 

Corned  beef. 
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HOP-PT^RS' 


jlCCOiliO^TION. 


There  are  v;ithin  the  District  36  camps,  v;hich  ' 
accomraoaated  nearly  5,000  hop-pickers  during  the  season. 

The  usual  infections  were  made  of  these  camps  and 
of  the  Byelaws!^''^  contraventions 

It  in  to  be  regretted  that 
is  slowly  deteriorating,  due  in 
labour  and  materials,  for  repairs 
on  more  than  one  occasion  ’ been 
wea,k  in  their  application 
difficult  to  raise  the  standard 
the  present  tim.e  it  is  only  poss 
defects*  i.e.  improper  sa.ni^ary 
supply  etc. 


the  standard  of  accommodation 
the  main  to  the  lack  of 
and  renovations.  As  has 
pointed  out,  the  Bydaws 
that  it  is  extrem.ely 
of  accommodation,  and  at 
ible  to  deal  with  minor 
accommodation,  water 


W^TBR  SUPPLY. 


•n  • ’>-^ithin  the  District  five  Statutory  and  tvi/o 

Private  viator  Under teskings  which  supply  the  following 
parishes:- 


Statutory  Undertakings. 
Battle  R.  D.  C. 

Hastings  Corporation 

Heathfield  and  District 
Water  Compavny 

Cranbrook  and  District 
Water  Company 

Bexhill  Corporation 

Priva.te  Under takin.a's  . 

Fairlight  Cove  \vater  Co. 

Firchills  Water  C -mpany 


Parishes  supplied. 

Battle,  Crowhurst, 
Playden,  part  Icklesham 
(V/inchelsea  and  Rye 
Harbour), 

Part  V/estfield  and 
part  Ore  , 

Tic.;  h u rat,  B.i  rw  a s h , 
Stchingham,  Salehurst, 
Bodiam, 

Horthiara, 


Catsf ie Id . 


Part  I'airlight  (Waites 
Es  ta tc- ) , (W'arren 
Estate  ) , 

Part  E.airlight 
(Eirehills  Estate). 


The  area  is  still  in  a very  precarious  position  in  regard 
to  public  water  supplies,  no  major  schem.e  having  been  carried 
out  during  the  year.  Until  the  Da.rwell  Reservoir  Scheme  of 
the  Hastings  Corporation  is  completed,  there  is  very  little 
prospect  of  any  improvem.ent  in  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
coastal  area. 


The  heavy  rainfall  during  the  year  rendered  the 
scheme  for  carting  drinking  water  to  this  aim  unnecessary. 

Following  representations  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
by  residents  of  the  witherenden  Hill  arc  of  Burv.ash 
Common,  regarding _ the  i nsuf f iciency  of  their  water  supplies, 
a survey  of  existing  conditions  was  carried  out. 

It  v;as  found  that  eleven  houses  out  of  twenty-two  roly 
almost  entirely  upon  stored  rain  water,  eight  upon  springs, 
and  three  upon  well  supplies.  A sample  of  water  obtained 
from  the  spring  serving  all  the  houses  in  the  locality 
during  times  of  drought  was  reported  by  the  ;»nalyst  to  be 
polluted.  A further  sample  taken  from  a well  serving  a 
large  house,  dairy  farm,  and  adjoining  cottages,  was  also 
found  1 0 be  polluted  as  well  as  being  inadeq^uatc. 

For  some  tim^c  past,  the  Council  has  had  under  con- 
sideration a scheme  for  the  supply  of  main  water  to  this 
area. 

Water  Samples: 

During  the  year  fifty  seven  samples  of  water  were 
submitted  to  the  ,rtnalyst  for  chemical  a.nd/or  bacteriological 
examination.  Of  these,  thirty  six  were  at  the  request  of 
the  ovi/ner  or  occupier  and  could  there-forc  bo  considered  to 
be  from;  suspicious  supplies. 

The  ^i^nalyst  reported  that  no  less  than  forty  throe  of 
these  samples  wore  polluted  or  otherwise  unsafe  for  drinking 
purposes.  ^appropriate  action  was  taken  in  respect  of 
these  samples. 

114  houses  were  connected  to  m.ain  supplies  during 
the  year. 

^Analyses  of  Public  Supplies: 

During  the  year  5 reports  were  received  from  the 
Statutory  Water  Undertakings,  all  of  which  satisfied  the 
Analyst  in  regard  to  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  purity. 

Private  Estate  Supplies: 

In  m.y  report  for  1945,  I stated  that  the  nevv  owner  of 
the  Pott  L^vel  Estate  '.»ater  Company  had  expressed  a desire 
to  re-open  the  well  at  Toot  Rock,  which  was  closed  by  Order 
of  the  Court  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  war. 

I have  now  to  report  that  a.fter  prolonged  negotiations 
involving  many  interviews,  a scheme  was  propounded  by  a Firm 
of  \,ater  Engineers,  on  behalf  of  the  new^  owner,  for  the 
installation  of  new  puv.iping,  filtering  and  purifying  plant 
for  dealing  with  the  water  from.  Toot  Ruck'  Well. 

Thu  plant  was  duly  installed  and  put  into  operation.  A 
sam;ple  was  immediately  taken,  the  result  of  which  wa.s  not 
satisfactory.  The  chlorination  dose  was  increased,  but  a 
further  sam.ple  was  also  uns- tis factory , and  a further  com;pli- 
cation  arose  when  the  .analyst  found  a heavy  trace  of 
nitrites  in  the  water. 

Despite  further  efforts,  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  had 
not  been  possible  to  obtain  a pure  and  wholesome  supply. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
'treatment,  but  until  samples  show  satisfactory  bacteriological 
results,  it  is  not  possible  to  support  the  ov;ner  in  an 
application  to  the  Court  for  the  lifting  of  the  Closing  Order. 
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SKwERAGE  SE\VAGE  DISP03;>L. 


Inined lately  jjrior  to  the  war,  the  C-.’uncil  gave  prolonged 
consideration  to  the  prohler^s  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Dispose! 
but  projected  scheveos  had  to  be  abandoned  v;hen  hostilities 
broke  out. 

During  1946  the  question  was  revived  and  Messrs.  John 
Taylor  a.nd  Sons  of  bestmins  ter , wore  appointed  Consulting 
Engineers  and  instructed  to  consider  the  drainage  needs  of 
the  whole  District. 

In  October  Messrs.  Taylor  submitted  a Preliminary 
Report  on  existing  conditions  and  made  recommendations  which 
are  at  present  under  consideration. 

Whilst  it  is  not  intended  that  this  report  should 
contain  a complete  precis  of  Messrs.  J.  Taylor  and  Sons’ 
report,  I feel  that  it  is  worth  while  to  touch  upon  some  of 
the  most  important  matters  dealt  with. 

In  dealing  with  the  existing  conditions,  the  Report 
begins  by  st rating  that,  although  only  fifteen  parishes  out 
of  thirty  three  arc  wholly  or  partly  supplied  with  main 
water  supply,  the  Council  plans  to  provi-de  ma.in  water  supply 
to  all  parishes,  and  on  this  assumption,  it  is  considered 
that  all  but  six  parishes  require  new  sewers  cand  Disposal 
Works. 

The  Report  stresses  the  point  that  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  District  most  unsatisfactory  conditions  obtain 
in  connection  with  many  houses  not  connected  to  a sewer. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  these  drain  into  cesspools,  tho 
occupiers  being  responsible  for  their  emptying,  the  result 
being  that  in  many  cases  overflcws  occur  into  ditches, 
streams,  or  on  to  nearby  land.  Conditions  are  further 
aggravated ' by  the  clayey  nature  of  the  soil,  which  will  not 
allow  the  surplus  liquid  t:'  be  absorbed  into  the  ground. 

For  this  and  other  very  obvious  reasons,  it  is  hoped  that 
circumstanoGB  i.ill  allow  the  carrying  out,  with  all  possible 
speed,  of  the  ambitious  progrnm.mo  set  out  in  the  appendix 
of  the  Report,  involving  the  expenditure  of  a sum  at  present 
estimated  at  £856,300. 

M good  start  has  already  been  made,  inasmuch  as  the 
Consulting  Engineers  are  being  called  upon  to  prepare  detailed 
schem.es  for  the  parishes  of  Icklesham  and  Burwaeh. 


Rober tsbr idge  Sewerage : 

In  view  of  past  experience,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
Messrs.  J.  Taylor  and  S:'ns,  in  their  Preliminary  Report, 
recommend  that  a thorough  and  exact  survey  of  the  arcca  served 
by  the  sewcra.ge  system  be  made,  v/ith  a view  to  ascertaining: 

1.  The  number  of  properties  discharging  storm 

water  into  the  sewers; 

2.  The  location  of  the  exact  position  at  which 

surface  water  infiltration  occurs; 
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3.  The  clcs ir ability  or  otherwise  of  levying  new 

foul  sewers  in  the  Brightling  Ror:1  area;  and 

4.  The  nureher  and  position  of  suitable  sterre  water 

overflows, 

I regret  to  report  that  it  ha,s  not  been  possible  to 
carry  out  this  survey,  which  oust  of  necessity  tcoke  a con- 
siderable tioe.  \)hilst  it  is  true  that  since  the  screw - 
down  type  inspection  chaeber  covers  were  fitted  in  1945, 
cooplaints  of  nuisance  have  been  few,  the  slightest  flood 
conditions  upset  the  workings  of  the  whole  systeo,  owing  to 
the  treoendous  voluoc  of  surface  water  which  gains  access 
to  the  sewers.  Bven  if  it  is  not  possible  to  carry  out 
work  which  will  prevent  such  access  of  storm  water,  I feel 
it  is  imperative  that  suitable  storra  WcO.tcr  overflows  should 
be- provided  with  the  least  possible  delcoy. 

V/ith  regard  to  the  pumping  plant,  I cannot  say  that  I 
am  altogether  satisfied  that  the  typo  of  pumps  installed 
have  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  although  these  were  new 
in  1937,  twicb  during  the  past  three, years  has  it  been 
necessary  to  incur  heavy  expenditure  in  replacing  certain 
parts  of  the  pumps,  apart  from  v/hioh,  the  consumption  of 
electricity  has  steadily  increased. 

So'wage  Puuiping  Station,  vvestern  Avenue,  Battle: 

After  necorly  twenty  years  continuous  use,  the  pumps  at 
the  above  Station  were  dismantled  during  the  year  and  the 
necessary  repairs  and  adjustments  carried  out. 

Sewer  Outfalls; 


Despite  the  incrersed  labour  force  available  in  the 
district,  it  was  only  possible  to  clean  out  the  many  sewer 
ditches  once  during  the  year.  I had  anticipated  that  it 
would  be  possible  for  this  to  be  done  on  two  occasions, 
i.G.  at  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the  summer,  but  though 
contracts  were  accepted,  this  was  only  possible  in  a,  few 
instances. 


RURAL  HClioIITG  SURVEY. 


Bur the r progress  was  made  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Survey  and  at  thc^  end  of  the  year  3,382  working  clcwss 
houses  had  been  inspected  in  detail  out  of  the  7,500  to  be 
inepe  c tod . 

As  was  a,n  t i c ipatc  d , a large  num.bcr  of  houses  wfill  fall 
to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
being  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable 
cost,  a,nd  some  very  serious  problems  will  arise  in  this 
connection  when  the  time  is  considered  opportune  to  deal 
with  these  houses. 
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SALY..GS . 


Thors  was  a further  do  crease  in  the  quantity  of  salvage 
collectccl.  luring  the  year  c?. s conpared  with  previous  years. 
Nevertheless,  the  total  of  200  t^ns  collected,  valued  at 
£1,117,  can  he  regarded  a.s  satisfactory. 

The  total  aroount  of  salva.ge  collected  since  the 
coDDencenent  of  the  schene  to  31st  Docerohor,  1946,  was 
2,306  tons  14  cwt.  1 qr . 5 lbs.  with  a cash  value  of 
£10,790.  13.  7d. 


It  cannot  ho  stressed  too  strongly  that  most  types  of 
salvage,  particularly  paper,  rags,  hones,  etc.  will  he 
required  for  some  considerable  tioe  to  come. 


The  following  t 
salvage  dealt  with  d 

able 
ur  ing 

s h ow  s 
; the 

the 
year : 

am 

junt  and 

value 

of 

t . 

c . . 

q.  lbs. 

£. 

s . 

d. 

Vrf'astc  Paper  72 

14 

2 

21 

503 

19 

2 

Ferrous  lictal  93 

0 

1 

14 

220 

0 

3 

Non -ferrous 
I'j-G  t a.l  3 

18 

2 

0 

104 

12 

7 

Bottles  Sc  Ja,rs  23 

0 

2 

16 

178 

3 

8 

Rags  4 

13 

3 

0 

95 

9 

11 

Rubber 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bones  3 

11 

2 

0 

13 

5 

4 

Sundries 

2 

4 

2 

0 

0 

Gullet 

200 

19 

3 

27 

1,117 

10 

11 

PUBLIC 

CLEANSING 

SERVICE . 

Consequent  upon 

the 

largo 

num.be  r 

of  Gompl 

a.ints 

rece ived 

I stated  in  my  last  Annual  Report  tha,t  I was  far  from  satis- 
fied with  this  Service.  In  reporting  progress  during  1946, 

I am  pleased  to  ho  able  to  say  that  the  number  of  complaints 
as  to  non-collection  have  been  reduced. 

This  improvement  I attribute  largely  to  the  appointment 
of  a Foreman.  By  this  appointment  it  has  been  possible  to 
establish  persona.!  contract  between  the  office  and  the  men, 
both  in  Battle  and  the  outlying  depots.  It  is  also  possible 
to  ensure  tha.t  the  Council's  vehicles  are  properly  m.aintcained 

There  are,  unfortunately,  many  complaints  received 
concerning  the  infrequency  of  the  collections.  At  the  best 
of  times,  it  is  only  possible  to  maintain  a collection 
approximately  once  every  four  weeks,  but  owing  to  mechanical 
breakdowns,  holidays,  v;eather  con''’’.it  ions  and  enforced  absence 
due  to  illness  etc.,  the  average  period  between  collections 
I would  cstim.ate  to  be’ between  five  and  six  vjceks.  Further, 
it  is  still  not  possible  to  state  the  exa.ct  day  when  the 
public  can  expect  a collection  to  be  made. 
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For  the  above  reasons,  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
many  improvements  require  to  be  made  before  it  can  be 
considered  that  the  public  is  being  adequately  served. 

These  improvements  I hope  to  achieve  gradually  so  as  not  to 
cause  a sudden  increase  in  the  rates  for  this  Service. 


HOUSE  RSQ.UIGITIQNING. 

The  total  number  of  houses  actually  taken  over  since  . 
Requisitioning  was  started  is  11.  The  number  of  families 
housed  in  these  is  13. 

Families  housed  by  arrangement  with  owners  as  the 
result  of  notices  are  12,  These  arc  all  cases  where  houses 
had  been  empty  for  long  periods  and  would  definitely  not 
have  been  brought  into  occupation  but  for  the  Council's 
action  in  posting  notices. 

It  can  therefore  be  said  that  as  a direct  result  of  the 
posting  of  lOG  notices,  25  families  have  been  housed. 

As  a result  of  pressure  by  the  Council  without  the 
service  of  notice  many  other  houses  have  been  brought  into 
occupa  t ion . 

There  aro  still  a number  of  premises  under  notice,  the 
fa.te  of  which  has  not  been  decided,  and  these  are  not 
included. 

A great  rjtiany  houses  have  been  visited  fruitlessly  as 
a result  of  complaints  and  the  total  number  of  visits  paid 
in  1946  is  ■■364: 

■'whilst-  I do  not  feel  that  many  opportunities  have  been 
lost,  the  work  of  iollo'wing  up  and  keeping  likely  houses 
under  observation  calls  for  more  time  than  can  be  devoted  to 
requisitioning. 

liost  consolation  may  be  found  in  visualising  the 
position  which  would  arise  if  requisitioning  were  abandoned. 
One  of  our  first  notices  wc-s  posted  on  a house  which  had 
been  empty  for  two  years  and  for  sale  at  £3,000.  It  was 
sold  St  £1,800  and  occupied  within  a month  of  a notice  being 
posted.  ■ 


HEV.  Uh'ELXIHGS. 

During  the  yca.r  dwellings  were  erected  as  under: 

ITcv;  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  25 

Conversions  to  dwelling  houses  ..  3 

IX-vellinghousc s-  incomplLte  a.t 
31st  December,  1946.  ..  ..  ..  131 

Conversions  to  dwelling  incomplete 
at  31st  December,  1946. 


• • 
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SWELLINGS 


It  wcs  not  surprising  that  after  the  reopening  in  1945 
of  the  Caroher,  iV  in  chela  c-a  .Beach  anci  Pett  Level  areas, 
fcllov;inc  military  occupation,  many  applications  v;ere  made 
for  iioveablc  H/jclling  Licences  under  Section  269  of  the 
Public  Health  .i^ct,  1936.  A l<arge  number  of  these  v/ere 
reouests  for  the  rcne\;al  of  such  licences  granted  during 
1937/9. 

It  \o  ill  be  recailod  that  the  Council  after  its  formation 
in  1934,  immediately  began  to  take  steps  to  con-trol  its 
coastal  areas  and  specia,!  attention  vjas  given  to  the  very 
vc:xed  problem  'of  moveable  duellings.  At  that  time  hardly 
an37-  of  the  coo,stal  area  uas  free  from  such  structures  and 
thc3’’  kad  even  begun  to  encroach  uell  inland.  So  many  were 
there,  that  both  from  the  public  health  and  am.cnity  points  o-f 
view,  they  had  become  almost  a monace  to  the  District. 

Prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  exercise  any  form 
of  control,  though  the  Council  frequently  instituted  legal 
proceedings  in  the  Courts.  After  1936,  although  the  law 
relating  to  these  structures  was  somewhat  clarified,  it 
became  increasingly  difficult  to  control  them  and  it  was 
even  found  necessary  to  emoploy  additional  staff  during  the 
summer  months  for  the  purpose.  Lith  a view  to  avoiding 
hardship  amongst  the  occupiers  of  these  substandard  holiday 
shacks,  mc-.ny  of  whom  had  purchase small  plots  of  land  on 
which  the  caravan  had  been  sited,  the  Council  in  a number  of 
cases  granted  licences  for  a.  period  of  five  years. 

V/ith  the  outbreouk  of  hostilities,  however,  the  coa.str.l 
area  became  a defence  area  of  first  importance  and  was 
closed  to  the  general  public.  In  the  ensuing  years,  due  to 
enemy  action  and  military  occupation,  whole  areas  v/erc 
cleared  of  these  abcminafelc  structures,  and  when  the  coast 
was  re -opened  in  Lay  1945,  only  a very  smaJLl  proportion  still 
remained. 

In  view  of  the  a.bove  cii'cumstances  and  the  complete 
lack  of  a proper  water  supply  .and  drainage  facilities,  a.ll 
a,pplica.t i ons  for  licorcGs,  or  the  renewal  of  licences,  have 
been  refused.  So  far,  throe  .applicants  have  appealed  to 
the  Court  against  the  Council 's  decision,  but  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  Bench  have,  in  all  cases,  supported  the 
Council’s  action  and  dismissed  the  Appeals. 

It  is  the  Council’s  policy  not  to  grant  licences  in  any 
a.rca  where  there  is  not  a.  proper  xv’ater  supply  or  whore 
adequate  drainage  arrangements  cannot  be  m.ade , especially  as 
the  Law  provides  for  th(.  limited  use  of  such  dwellings, 
under  certain  circum.stences , without  a licence. 


IHBBSTATIOIT  ORDLH.  1945. 

During  the  yea.r  no  less  than  147  written  co*mpla.ints 
were  received  from,  the  public  concerning  rat  infestation. 
These  and  ro.any  others  vjcrc  dealt  with  by  Lr.  Dixon,  the 
Council’s  Rodent  Operative . 

The  Council's  refuse  tips,  sewcO.gc  disposal  works,  and 
sewer  outfalls  received  regular  treatment.  lir.  Dixon 
dealt  v;ith  30  major  infestations. 


> 


..  26  - 


The  liinietry  of  Food's  forrmlci  for  poisoning  was  used 
in  every  case  and  its  re c owxiondat ion  as  to  procedure 
strictly  followed.  The  poisons  used  include  zinc  phosphide, 
rod  squill  and  arsenic. 

Councillor  I'iighall,  as  the  Council’s  representative, 
and  kr.  Dixon  attended  tho  quarterly  meetings  of  No.  3 
Workable  Area  Comioittee. 


Total  number  of  preiniacG  inspected  • • 669 
Number  of  prove isee  c.l  vared  of  rats  . . 236 
Number  of  written  complaints  ..  ..  147 
Total  number  of  visits  ..  ..  ..  1,613 


The  routine  tesds  of  the  Council's  underground  sewers, 
referred  to  in  the  J as v Annual  Report,  were  completed.  An 
Inspector  of  the  L'inistry  of  Food  vt/as  present  when  it  was 
found  that  these  sewers  were  free  from  infestation. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Council's  open  sewer  ditches  are 
a constant  source  of  trouble.  Apart  from  their  periodic 
treatment,  they  give  rise  to  serious  infestations  in  neigh- 
boujr.ing  properties- 


